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9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǎƳΦΦΚ 



 

Context for the project: 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ω ǿƻǊŘΗ 

(Divisive, complicated, over-facing, utopian, polarized, absolute ς too big!) 

 

 



Context for the project:  

A άDǊŜŜƴέ ŀƴŘ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ [ŀƴŘΧΦΚ 

Land-locked islands 

¢ŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ΨƎŀƛƴǎΩ 

Capable of substantial change ς scale of the community 

   

 

 



 

ά{έ ŦƻǊ {ŜƭŦ-Sufficiency (a kind of sustainability) 

Rural communities are engaged ƛƴ ΨǎŜƭŦ ς ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ or community resilience (social, 
economic and environmental).  

άLǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎΚέ 

Keeping the Post Office and pub open, affordable local housing, local economy etc   

όΨƎǊŜŜƴŜǊΩ behaviour is often an unintended by-product) 

= eco-logical 

 

 

 

 



 

Most of our sustainability concerns are introspective and localised (not global)  

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎέ 
ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-ƻŦŦƛŎŜέ 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ƻƛƭ ǎǘƻƭŜƴέ  
ά¢ƘŜ ƘƻǎŜǇƛǇŜ ōŀƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ recέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ōǳǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ 
 
(Barcombe community survey 540 respondents 2009) 

 



 

Localism is here ς hurrah! 

Community right to buy / challenge / build 

Neighbourhood plans  (+ design statements) 

Asset registers 

How to ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ψƭŀȅ-ƴŜǿ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΚ 

Hard to reach groups 

Online communities (half a billion) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Community Led Planning 
 
Action in Rural Sussex (AIRS) have undertaken at least one community led plan  
with 70% of communities in East and West Sussex. 
(Plumpton had 82% engagement with survey)  
 
Neighbourhood plans will be statutory 
άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅ-ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ  
 
National Planning Policy Framework 
Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ  
 



Community Resilience (self-sustainability) 

Social, Economic and Environmental 

 

Not Just Planning with a ócapitol Pô 



Social network and neighbourhood planning tool for sustainable communities 



What is Community 21? 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
Of effective and inclusive  
community / neighbourhood  
planning and sustainable  
development for 21st century  
Communities. 
  
Based on 80 years  experience of  
successful community - led planning 
experience (AIRS/RCCs) and  
Internationally acknowledged  
expertise in sustainability (UOB/HEI) 
 
 
 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ 
Providing unique tools for  
communities and service providers  
to facilitate effective community 
development and provide more 
efficient service delivery. 
Form valuable locally sourced data  
and communicate effectively with  
each other. 
 
Community21 gained nearly 500  
registered members and  
represented over 1400 households  
from just 3 small pilot surveys 
 
52% of individual public participants  
independently polled said they  
would use Community21* 
  
 
 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
Of connected communities  
and service providers who  
learn from each other, share  
good practice and expertise 
and collaborate effectively in  
delivering co-devised objectives. 
 
21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ΨƳǳƭǘƛ-ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ 
 
70% of Communities have 
undertaken at least one 
community ς led plan with 
Action in Rural Sussex 
 
Community21 is tool of choice 
with 15-30 new communities  
per annum in Sussex. 

*Source Pevensey Bay Community Survey 






















