
Nick Gant 
University of Brighton 
IF:Lab Sustainable Design Research Group 
Former Parish Councilor 
Activist  

Teresa Gittins 
Action in Rural Sussex 
Rural Community Council 
Community Planning 



Enabling ‘green’ architecture and communities under localism..? 



 

Context for the project: 

Don’t mention the ‘S’ word! 

(Divisive, complicated, over-facing, utopian, polarized, absolute – too big!) 

 

 



Context for the project:  

A “Green” and Pleasant Land….? 

Land-locked islands 

Targeting rural for disproportionate ‘gains’ 

Capable of substantial change – scale of the community 

   

 

 



 

“S” for Self-Sufficiency (a kind of sustainability) 

Rural communities are engaged in ‘self – sustainability’ or community resilience (social, 
economic and environmental).  

“Is it the planet or us that needs saving?” 

Keeping the Post Office and pub open, affordable local housing, local economy etc   

(‘greener’ behaviour is often an unintended by-product) 

= eco-logical 

 

 

 

 



 

Most of our sustainability concerns are introspective and localised (not global)  

“We need cardboard recycling” 
“We must keep our shop and post-office” 
“We have had our oil stolen”  
“The hosepipe ban means a drought on the rec” 
“The road has flooded four times this year” 
“The bus does not run often enough” 
 
(Barcombe community survey 540 respondents 2009) 

 



 

Localism is here – hurrah! 

Community right to buy / challenge / build 

Neighbourhood plans  (+ design statements) 

Asset registers 

How to enable the ‘lay-new architects and planners’ of their own communities? 

Hard to reach groups 

Online communities (half a billion) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Community Led Planning 
 
Action in Rural Sussex (AIRS) have undertaken at least one community led plan  
with 70% of communities in East and West Sussex. 
(Plumpton had 82% engagement with survey)  
 
Neighbourhood plans will be statutory 
“communities are the lay-architects and planners of their own communities”  
 
National Planning Policy Framework 
‘Sustainable Development’  
 



Community Resilience (self-sustainability) 

Social, Economic and Environmental 

 

Not Just Planning with a ‘capitol P’ 



Social network and neighbourhood planning tool for sustainable communities 



What is Community 21? 

It’s a process 
Of effective and inclusive  
community / neighbourhood  
planning and sustainable  
development for 21st century  
Communities. 
  
Based on 80 years  experience of  
successful community - led planning 
experience (AIRS/RCCs) and  
Internationally acknowledged  
expertise in sustainability (UOB/HEI) 
 
 
 
 

It’s a platform 
Providing unique tools for  
communities and service providers  
to facilitate effective community 
development and provide more 
efficient service delivery. 
Form valuable locally sourced data  
and communicate effectively with  
each other. 
 
Community21 gained nearly 500  
registered members and  
represented over 1400 households  
from just 3 small pilot surveys 
 
52% of individual public participants  
independently polled said they  
would use Community21* 
  
 
 
 

It’s a network 
Of connected communities  
and service providers who  
learn from each other, share  
good practice and expertise 
and collaborate effectively in  
delivering co-devised objectives. 
 
21st century, ‘multi-local society’ 
 
70% of Communities have 
undertaken at least one 
community – led plan with 
Action in Rural Sussex 
 
Community21 is tool of choice 
with 15-30 new communities  
per annum in Sussex. 

*Source Pevensey Bay Community Survey 























76% of communities want to nominate assets   

(only 6% said no 18% not sure) 
 
Source Parish Council representatives at the Wealden District Localism Conference 2011  





















Communities don’t mind development if:  
 
- democratic identification of need (inclusive / fit for need and demand) 
- offers benefit (affordable / efficient = eco-logic) 
- co-designed (design statements – local materials & vernacular) 
 
If facilitated inclusively and holistically through process of community-led planning  
sustainable design offers a ‘softer’ route to (sustainable) development  
 
‘Green’ design is conducive with localism 
  
 
 





















65% of communities say they will want to undertake a neighbourhood plan  

(only 7% said No and 28% not sure) 
 
*Source Parish Council representatives at the Wealden District Localism Conference 2011  



Piloted in 8 communities 
 
Large demand from communities and parishes + projects (e.g. LEAF) 
 
Phase 2 development – based on independent valuation 
 
Nationwide Community Council Network roll out / tool of choice for community development 
 
Forming partner subscribers (County and District Councils / Sustainability CSR) 
 
Build up the case studies 
 
70% of communities within 5 years 
  
 
 


